


 

The Project 



Vision 2015 
 
 Vision 2015 was created to work with the 

community on a plan for Northern 
Kentucky’s future.  
 

The Future of Northern Kentucky 
 
 Vision 2015 is a shared public plan that 

represents the region’s priorities. The plan 
contains specific action steps to achieve 
the region’s goals and measure the 
impact of those goals.  

 The complete vision is more than just a 
plan; it’s a call to action that the entire 
community must own and embrace.  



Livable Communities 
 
Goal, Strategies and Initiatives 

 
 It used to be that regions grew because of natural 

resources or trade routes.  Today, regions grow 
because they have highly educated and productive 
people.  These individuals are in demand and can 
choose where they live and work. To attract and retain 
skilled and talented workers, Northern Kentucky set the 
goal of being recognized internationally, nationally 
and regionally for its livability for all residents. 

 
Strategies for achieving livable communities:  
 
 Establish an integrated system of regional parks, green 

space and tourist destinations  
 Promote the development of an international 

community that attracts, retains and celebrates 
people from diverse backgrounds  

 Foster a vibrant arts, cultural and entertainment 
community  
 



Licking River 

Greenway and Trails 
 
In 2008, Vision 2015 published the 

LRGT Master Plan.  In 2010 design 

standards were finalized to 
assure that the trails developed 

are consistent throughout the 

region. 

 
In September 2012 the first phase 

of trail was enhanced with the 

unveiling of eight murals 

completed by ArtWorks.  
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

Local Artist Designs 



GATEWELL 1:  ARTIST: SUSAN MAHAN 
 
“Energy is all around us.  It is important to take the time to enjoy the environment in which we live 
to connect with that energy.  It recharges and revitalizes us.  Life can be so busy that we miss the 
subtle details in nature.  Even the briefest moment is important to savor.” 
 
“My designs capture the energy of the natural environment of the Northern Kentucky area.  The 
designs are simple but the colors vibrant.  The rolling hills, flowers, birds and river are all there.  The 
hills are shown in ‘patchwork’.  Life is patchwork- different parts coming together to make a 
beautiful statement”. 



GATEWELL 2:  ARTIST: GREG JOYNER 

 
“The mural displays a view above the 

Licking River.  The goal is to highlight 

a spot in the natural environment 

that would connect with the viewer 

and gain an appreciation for the 

natural beauty around them”. 



GATEWELL 3:  ARTIST: FELIX RODRIGUEZ 
 
“Joy is the main tenet in this design.  As a kid there isn’t anything that provokes 
more joy and happiness than a swing.  The swing in my design resembles the 
freedom and enjoyment that every kid desires.  The green background 
represents the natural environment of the Licking River area and how it can be 
enjoyed.  The colors of the silhouettes harmonize with the colors of the kid’s 
face in the front as a way to correlate the action in the background with the 
face expression in the front.  The kid’s emotive laugh evokes his uncontainable 
enjoyment of the environment”. 



GATEWELL 4:  ARTIST/PROJECT 
MANAGER: JAMIE SCHORSCH 
 
“The concept for my design is based 
upon the themes of Transformation and 
Change while additionally tying in ideas 
of the Natural Environment and 
Connectivity.  Landscapes of the 
Licking River serves as inspiration for the 
design, and the course of the river is 
translated into the roots of the tree.  The 
skyscape includes the North Star and its 
surrounding constellations because of 
the Licking River’s ties to the 
Underground Railroad.  The of the 
bean/see acts as an anchor for the 
foundation of the images and evolves 
into 2 different elements: 1. the tree and 
vines that frame out the image and 2. 
the DNA inspired strand elements that 
reach up towards the stars.  The image 
is intended to reinforce the concept of 
the connectivity of universal elements 
that all things grow and tranfsorm 
because of that connectivity”. 



GATEWELL 5:  ARTIST: PAUL LOEHLE 



GATEWELL 6:  ARTIST/APPRENTICE: 

SYDNEY LANGSDALE 



GATEWELL 7 :  ARTIST: KEVIN O’NEIL 
“In my image I wanted to represent the 
flow of energy and motion within nature 
as it relates to all of the elements in the 
River environment.  From water to earth 
and the air, I kept the design constantly 
flowing from one to the other.  Within 
each element resides the inhabitants of 
their environment from the fish and the 
bugs to the birds in the sky.  Each critter 
represented is also know for their 
consistency of motion as well”. 
 
“I feel my mural represents the constant 
motion in nature and how each 
element found along the river gives life 
to so much of what wee see each day.  
I wanted people passing by the piece 
to get a feel of the motion and life that 
is all around us.  I have captured this 
feeling in the most colorful and exciting 
way through this visual representation 
of the elements of our natural 
environment”. 



GATEWELL 9 :  ARTIST: KATIE CASSIDY 



 

Altering the Designs 



 
 



 
 



 

The Design Process 



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
 

 The Native Americans of the area called the river Nepernine. An 
earlier name given by hunters and frontiersmen, Great Salt Lick 
Creek, makes reference to the many saline springs near the river 
that attracted animals to its salt licks. 

 Numerous aboriginal peoples inhabited the watershed for at 
least part of the year for several thousand years before the 
European settlement of the region.  

 The river served as an important transportation route for Native 
Americans and early European pioneers. In the 19th century, it 
was an important trade route. 

 The river is considered by ecologists to provide a unique 
ecosystem in the region. The river supports several fish species 
and there are more than 50 species of freshwater mussels of 
which 11 are endangered. The watershed provides wetland 
stopover habitats for about 250 species of migratory birds. 



 
 



 

Unveiling the Apprentice 
Designs 



The work…so far… 
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 www.lickingrivermurals.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.lickingrivermurals.wordpress.com/
http://www.lickingrivermurals.wordpress.com/

